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Editorial

Disaster Preparedness Network (DPNet) Nepal, in collaboration with the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MoHA), Ministry of Federal Affairs and General Administration (MoFAGA), Ministry of Health
and Population (MoHP), Ministry of Urban Development (MoUD), Ministry of Forests and
Environment (MoFE), National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Authority (NDRRMA)
and other stakeholders and with the technical and financial support of USAID/Tayar successfully
concluded the first and historical two-day Learning & Sharing National Conference on Disaster
Risk Reduction (NCDRR) in Soaltee Hotel, Kathmandu on February 24-25, 2022.The highly
inclusive conference aimed to bring out DRR stakeholders in a single platform to discuss and share
the contextual issues related to DRRM and to prepare for upcoming 'National Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction’, ‘Global Platform for DRR' and 'Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on
DRRM'. In the context of not being able to sit down and discuss in one place, the conference
brought together more than 350 DRRM stakeholders.

Discussion on 15 peer reviewed paper, panel discussion, market place observation, essay
competition, duet folk song and formal program clarified the links between legal tools, blueprints
and other policy documents and carried out local, provincial and federal assessments of the
vulnerable population; the ecosystems and ecosystem services most at risk; adaptation and
mitigation options available in DRR sectors and the links between them; and how other drivers of
change relate disaster impacts. Similarly, conference tried to highlight the need to develop
indicators (social, economic, environmental and institutional) for disaster mitigation and
adaptation and to support for information dissemination and sharing of experience among the DRR
stakeholders.

In a nutshell, highly inclusive and accessible NCDRR event established a practice of organizing
national conference on annual basis and to share good practices and challenges from the ground.
Similarly, it has successfully reviewed the current status of policy implementation including
DRRM Localization and to produce relevant materials to prepare national position paper to
participate in the upcoming Global Platform for DRR in May 2022 and Asia Pacific Ministerial
Conference on DRR in September 2022. There are a number of lessons that can be taken from this
conference to foster effective disaster risk reduction activities to encourage partner support. Details
of the conference including conference proceedings can be accessed at https://dpnet.org.np/ncdrr.

This journal paper is the collection of the peer reviewed paper presented in the conference.
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Bringing SFDRR into Practice: Some Reflections from Nepal

Tulsi P Dahal

Background

Nepal, a mountainous country in South Asia, is characteristically exposed to many hazards. The
distinct complexities in its geology and geography intensify the disaster risk which is further
accelerated by the impact of climate change. Typically, hydro-meteorological disasters are the
recurrent ones claiming lives and loss of properties every year. Moreover, Nepal's geological
position in the collision juncture of Indian plate with Eurasian plates pumped up the seismic risk,
which in regular intervals makes devastating effect, with a significant number of casualties
resulting huge impact on socio-economic aspect of the country. Ever increasing frequency and
magnitude of disasters are very alarming, which necessitate the decent intervention on
preparedness and disaster risk reduction (DRR) in the country.

The Gorkha Earthquake in the mid hilly region shattered Nepal on April 25, 2015, claimed the
lives of 9,000 people leaving 22,000 severe injuries. This devastating incident has made a harsh
impact with the collapse of private houses, critical infrastructures, historical and cultural
monuments productive and service sector with the economic loss amounting to one-third of the
GDP. National Reconstruction Authority was formed and initiated recovery activities based on
Post Disaster Need Assessment and Post Disaster Recovery Framework. This authority has been
dissolved, completing its five plus one extended year tenure with remarkable achievement on
reconstructing individual housing and settlements of the affected families and progress on some
critical infrastructures, including historical and cultural monuments.

Nepal has always been the part and parcel of the regional and global initiatives on DRR. Nepal
has witnessed and joined hands together with the world from the Yokohama Strategy, Hyogo
Framework for Action to Sendai Framework for DRR to reduce disaster risk, achieve sustainable
development goals, fostering resiliency. The Sendai Declaration made in March 2015, to which
Nepal is a party, recognizes the increasing impact of disasters and their complexity in many parts
of the world. It calls all stakeholders to action, aware that the realization of the new framework
depends on constant endless and tireless collective efforts.

Localization of Sendai Framework for DRR



Just after one month of the Sendai Declaration, Nepal encountered 7.6 magnitude earthquakes
in April 2015. It employed all of its in-country resources in responding to the immediate impact
of the earthquake. The scale of earthquake and its impact and response need were massive. The
engagement in this episode of disaster has shaken Nepali society from households to small and
medium businesses and government authorities to political leadership. On the positive note, the
earthquake rang a tragic alarm highlighting the significance of investing on disaster risk reduction
and preparedness. As a result of this, with a solid political consensus, the Constitution of Nepal
was promulgated in September 2015 by introducing disaster management, delineated as the sole
and concurrent list allocating jurisdiction of all three tiers of government; Local, Provincial and
Federal. With this guidance from the Constitution, Nepal made a paradigm shift from the
traditional approach of managing disaster to a modern approach of reducing disaster risk and its
management through a new law on DRR and Management Act in 2017. National DRR policy
further lead Nepal on identifying guidance in the policy frame. The current 15 five year periodic
plan highlighted to apply the DRR measures and strengthen the state mechanism to respond to
the disasters. The Sendai Framework for DRR was localized by the National DRR Strategic Plan of
Action 2018-2030, developed through the consultative process at all tiers of government having
a long-term vision to build a safer, adaptive, and resilient nation. Nepal's commitment to SFDRR
2015-2030 was to employ all the resources within the country towards minimizing the impact of
existing and new risk with an enhanced understanding of disaster risk, localizing disaster risk
governance at all levels, and increasing the investment on DRR to improve the capacity and
readiness for a response. The key priority areas of the National DRR Strategic Plan of Action
(2018-2030) are;-
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This strategic action plan has set the targets of reducing the impact of disaster and enhancing the
institutional and response capability of the country. These targets are set within a short-, mid-
and long-term timeframe, which are in line with the targets set by the SFDRR and SDGs. The
targets are as follow; -

i. Substantially reduce national disaster mortality rate,

ii. Substantially reduce the number of disaster-affected people nationally,

iii. Significantly reduce the direct disaster economic loss in national GDP,

iv. Substantially reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of essential
services, including through developing their resilience,

v. Prepare DRR strategy and action plan at provincial and local levels,

vi. Substantially increases availability and access to multi-hazard early warning systems and
disaster risk information and assessments.

Nepal has been taking collective action to prevent and reduce existing disaster risks. This leads
to enhancing resiliency by enhancing understanding by having DRR plans and developing the
capacity and access to a multi-hazard early warning system at all levels. The efforts and initiatives
of Government of Nepal (GoN) are directed towards achieving these targets on the stipulated
time.

Pursuing the SFDRR Roadmap: Initiatives and Key Achievements

Nepal has a promising determination on achieving the goals set by the National DRR Strategic
Plan of Action (2018-2030) (NDRRSAP), which has a multidimensional impact on the DRR and
Management (DRRM) arena. It ranges from an enhanced understanding of risk-informed DRR
measures to policies, enhanced preparedness and partnership with more investment on DRR to
the harnessed collaboration of national, federal and local levels. Based on priority areas set by
the National DRR Strategic Action Plan (2018-2030), the progress made so far are highlighted as
per those pre-determined areas further explained hereafter.

Understanding the disaster risk is pre-condition for all other priority areas to be accomplished in
effective disaster management. Therefore, different priority actions are enlisted to guide us to
take action on a hazard-wise assessment of risk, inter-agency coordination for multi-hazard risk
assessment, developing effective disaster management information system and information
dissemination, and capacity building to enrich the understanding. The hazard-wise assessment
of risk is a compulsion for us to initiate any DRR, risk mitigation and preparedness actions.
However, it is very resource intensive exercise and requires technical expertise, and time, even
though Nepal has been able to achieve some progress on some components under these priority
areas. The DRR Portal is in operation, a common mechanism established for collecting
information and regularly updating information on disaster loss and damages, response
activities, and DRR plans and policy initiatives. It collects data specifically on disaster loss and
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damage and provides support for disaster preparedness and response during emergencies. Bipad
portal (Disaster Information Management System) is an integrated depository of disaster-related
information from all inter and intra government agencies with a reinforced mechanism for real-
time hazard risk monitoring (Such as; Seismic stations, hydro-metrological stations, lightning
detection centers, all the major glacier lakes monitoring and regular assessment etc.). It has
established a strong linkage among different government agencies involved in forecasting,
managing and assessment of the risks and responses. The mapping and consolidation of different
multi-hazard risk assessments conducted by different government and non-government actors,
which will be evaluated further by the technical expert is undergoing. Through the technical
assessment on exposure of risk and vulnerability, technical experts have identified some risk
exposed vulnerable settlements. Some of them have been relocated to safe areas for
settlements. The various kinds of capacity building programmes are undergoing a different level,
which results in enhanced understanding among concerned authorities and communities. The
DRR related policy development is undertaken in a more participative and inclusive manner,
enabling the concerned authorities and representatives to understand better their role and how
that policy or mechanism works. The participation and discussions on different global and
regional forums on different seminars and webinars have provided platforms for sharing and
learning opportunities and enriching DRR understanding. Numbers of researches by academia,
institutions and individuals have added value to DRR initiatives through the innovations with
evidence based new ideas and knowledge, accessing global practices and its localization to our
context. To grasp the attention and orient the people from different walks of life on DRR, number
of sharing, learning and knowledge management programmes have been organized by the
government and non-government organizations at federal, provincial and local level. The key
messages on DRR and relevant issues have been disseminated through different IEC materials,
documentary and partnership with audio/visual and print media are quite effective in sensitizing
wider stakeholders and develop a common understanding on DRR.

The Priority area 2 focuses on strengthening disaster risk governance at all tiers of government
through establishing and strengthening organizational structures, developing legal and
regulatory frameworks and capacity building, collaboration and partnership for disaster risk
governance, ensuring inclusiveness in DRR. The key progress has been attained so far, where the
DRRM Act, 2017 with the provision to establish the National DRRM Authority was endorsed in
December 2019, with the appointment of Chief Executive of this organization. The existence of
this organization is a milestone achievement to institutionalize more concentrated DRRM
practice in Nepal. This dedicated agency for DRR, in its early phase of operation, has been able
to provide momentum to initiate DRR activities and bring all government agencies and non-
government partners together to contribute on DRRM. The Constitution of Nepal, 2015
delineates disaster as a sole and concurrent list of responsibilities of all tiers of government.
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Under the guidance of which several DRR policies were developed. Apart from the guiding legal
framework, DRR policy, Strategic action plan for DRR, some of the key documents are; Local
Government Operation Act, 2017, DRRM Regulation, 2019, National Disaster Response
Framework (Revision 2018), Climate Change Policy, 2019 /NAP, DPRP Guidelines, 2019, Relief
Standard for Disaster Affected Person (Revision 2020), National Disaster Risk Financing Strategy,
2021, Province DRRM Acts, Provincial Strategic Action Plans, Local DRR Strategic Action Plan
Guidelines, 2021, Different plans for preparedness and response to recurrent hydro
meteorological disasters like, monsoon are in place, among others. Federal, provincial and local
authorities develop several other sector-specific plans and guidelines. EOCs have been
established and strengthened at all levels and across different sectors. There are National EOC,
Health EOC, Provincial EOCs, Provincial Health EOCs, District EOCs, and Local EOCs that take stock
of the resources and operate for response coordination. Some critical facilities like the
Department of Hydrology and Meteorology, schools and health facilities, and WASH facilities
have been established with safety consideration and are structurally retrofitted. Some DRR
programmes are ongoing in collaboration with all tiers of government and capacity building
programmes for preparedness and response. The DRR policies developed ensures inclusiveness,
gender and environmental perspectives.

The Priority Area 3 highlights promotion of comprehensive risk-informed private and public
investments in DRR for Resilience. It has provisioned on promoting public and private investment
for building resilience and increasing disaster resilience through risk transfer, insurance and social
security. The policy guidance has supported this area by developing the National DRF Strategy,
2021, with a developed partnership with the public, private, and non-government sectors. There
are provisions of disaster management funds for prompt and effective disaster response. The
relief support to vulnerable and disaster-affected families was supported as the expansion as in
social security. Various forms of risk transfer models are being introduced and adopted by
different tiers of government, some of them in practice are disaster and accidental insurance of
all the population residing in Karnali province, health insurance program, agriculture and cattle
insurance programmes etc. There is an increase in support of Corporate social responsibility by
private sectors gradually encouraged to support all cycled of DRRM.

The Priority Area 4 emphasizes on enhancing disaster preparedness for effective response and
"Build Back Better" in recovery, rehabilitation and reconstruction. This area focuses on
strengthening disaster preparedness for effective disaster response and search and rescue
capacity building. It also aspires to develop a multi-hazard early warning system and strengthen
communication and dissemination systems for disaster preparedness. Furthermore, it aims to
promote community-based DRR and apply the "Build Back Better" approach in recovery,
rehabilitation and reconstruction.



Nepal’s search and rescue capacity has been enhanced; all security forces are following the
standard SAR training curriculum approved by the government. Government at all tiers has been
able to foster the Culture of safety and whole of society approach as everyone's responsibility
and leaving no one behind. NRA, with high appreciation, concludes reconstruction following the
"Build Back Better" principle of private housing, some critical infrastructures and cultural heritage
and monuments. Local levels are seriously monitoring effective building code enforcement and
awareness for the same. There is enhanced health response capacity, and Trauma Centers
developed on major highways. The health sector leads and responds to Covid-19 in Nepal with
applauds from the national and international community. However, it provides room for
improvement and strengthens the facilities in the health sector in its advancement and capacity
to respond to any disaster. DRRM fundamental aspects are included in different levels of the
school curriculum, so that young kids can have an idea to survive and provide support to others
in disasters. The early warning system has been strengthened and has started capturing real-time
data. The expansion of Humanitarian staging areas in provinces, mobile logistic hubs and
expansion of warehouses has increased the confidence of responders to provide support when
needed.

The figures in the table below are some comparisons, where we can see that we are more or less
close to the target of SFDRR. Nevertheless, somehow, we have to accept that the results of loss
and damages are directly influenced by the intensity and number of disasters we encounter.

Table: 2 Disaster Impact & Comparison

Year No. of | Dead | Injured | Affected | Houses Destroyed Estimated
Incidents Family Partial Complete Losses

2016 2368 486 764 13225 1225 3423 2,811,178,791
2017 2453 489 734 19065 14426 1923 2,494,045,394
2018 3919 478 2902 8180 1881 2505 4,341,891,926
2019 4538 489 2452 25264 6873 4939 4,709,510,265
2020 3768 558 1175 11313 3335 1967 1,760,620,860
2021 4210 508 1773 6578 1596 2048 2,541,412,330
Average | 3543 501 1633 13938 4889.33 | 2800.83 3,109,776,594
SFDRR 400 1600 110000*

Source: Nepal DRR Portal, National EOC



Looking forward

Nepal has made remarkable progress on developing key legal documents and policy frameworks
at all tiers of government and establishing a new organization, National DRR and Management
Authority for DRRM. The strengthened capacities on preparedness for response, especially on
capacity building for SAR, expansion of humanitarian staging area (HSAs) and warehouses at
some strategic location and progress on forecasting and early warning system are praiseworthy.
However, there is still some critical gap on resources, especially on hazard-wise assessment of
disaster risk nationwide, which requires high-quality technical expertise. The information gap
that fades out our enormous effort and progress is overlooked. The DRR policies and plans still
have room for improvement on inclusiveness and environmental aspects. There is a need for
coherence and harmonization in the DRRM policies. We should promote and encourage
investment and partnership on DRR from the private sector. As the urban population reaches
two-thirds of the population, the DRR activities should focus on urban disaster risk and support
cities for resiliency to achieve the SFDRR and SDG priority of Making Cities Resilience. The
concentration on establishing mechanisms to reduce the loss of life and property should
emphasize multi-hazard EWS system development and its networking for access and
dissemination. However, it still needs more strengthened partnership and integrated
coordination alongside inter and intra government, public, private and non-government sector
partnerships, including cost-sharing financing models and risk transfer mechanisms in disaster
risk reduction initiatives and recovery activities. On top of it, research and evidence-based risk-
sensitive development planning are the musts for reducing the existing and new risks. To
accomplish the targets set by the SFDRR framework, we should focus on achieving the National
DRR Strategic Plan of Action (2018-2030) for resiliency.

To conclude, key achievement made by the Government of Nepal is the result of collaborative
partnership with all relevant agencies, stakeholders and humanitarian partners. This has been
very supportive in implementing SFDRR, which will lead to achieve its goal that is aimed to
prevent new and reduce existing disaster risks and losses significantly in life and property, health,
livelihood and means of production, physical and social infrastructure, cultural and
environmental heritage. Identification of various strategic activities and formulation and
implementation of the DRR policies and integrating them in periodic and annual plan are directed
towards prevention of disaster risk, increase preparedness for response, rehabilitation and
reconstruction and strengthen resilience eventually will guide us to achieve the target. Now, it is
just halfway through, and the encounter of Covid-19 in due course also has cost many lives to
give us the lessons and provide the opportunity to develop enhanced response capacities. The
ideal goal is to reduce the loss of life and property, reduce its impact on the economy and
livelihood through partnership with relevant stakeholders which lead Nepal towards a resilient
country.
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A Study Paper on Gender Equality and Social Inclusion in Disaster Risk
Reduction and Management

Achala Dahal
Director of Studies
Nepal Administrative Staff College

Globally, natural disasters are occurring more frequently primarily due to climate change, leading
to an increasing number of weather related emergencies. UN study 2020 also highlights that the
distribution of effect of any disaster or emergency correlates with the access to resources,
capabilities, and opportunities which systematically make certain groups more vulnerable to the
impact of emergencies, in particular women and girls.

Nepal is exposed to the multiple hazards, which creates multitude of disasters throughout the
country. These disastrous incidents claim large number of lives and causes significant economic
loss every year. The geography, geological position, and the impact of climate change are the
primary causes of disasters. The rapid and unplanned urbanization, environmental degradation,
variations in nature and type of disaster and inadequate understanding of Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management (DRRM) have further intensified the disaster risk in Nepal.

The impacts of natural disasters tend to fall disproportionately on women and girls and other
marginalized groups, due to systemic gender and social inequality. In disasters, gender inequality
and compounding social inequalities (for example, ability, age, race/ethnicity, sexuality, socio-
economic status, education level) are exacerbated, triggering more direct and indirect negative
impacts on marginalized groups. The number of death of women is more to men (5621 men and
6250 women) from different types of disasters till now in the country. (Nepal Disaster Risk
Reduction Portal, 2022). When comparing women and men, disasters lower the life expectancy
of women more than men and women are more likely to die from natural disasters and
experience more negative mental health impacts. Women also often have reduced access to
health care including sexual and reproductive health (SRH) and face higher rates of
unemployment.
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Disaster does not affect men and women differently but the impact of disaster is gender neutral.
The impact of disaster especially on women and girls of the excluded and disadvantage group is
even worst. The impact of disaster on diverse group of women and girls (old, single women,
socially and economically backward groups, adolescent girls, pregnant and lactating mother,
disable people...) is multi-faceted. They face various impact as economic impacts, social impact,
psychological impact, heath impact, gender-based violence, sexual and reproductive impact etc.
during and after the different disaster.

2

Pandemic/ disaster / emergency
Poor/backward/uneducated

@ Who are most affected?
Vulnerable and Socially excluded

Women and girls group

N

Pregnant and lactating mother
Adolescent girls
Old aged and Single women Y,
Disable people
Sexual and gender minorities

&

Nousew

Figure 1: diverse group of women and girls

Disaster Governance

A disaster governance paradigm is a comprehensive set of prevailing and institutionalized ideas
that shape disaster plans and policies that eventually are implemented on-the-ground. Disaster
policies and plans are formulated based on disaster governance paradigms that refer to a
comprehensive set of prevailing and institutionalized ideas. Disaster governance paradigms are
the underlying ideas or approaches through which policy actors frame the disaster issue, develop
policy goals and design policy instruments to reduce the risk of disasters. The key disaster
governance paradigm of Nepal (al., 2020) explained below shows the development of disaster
governance over the period of time.
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Fig. 1. Disaster governance paradigms in Nepal.

The paradigm of disaster has changed over time but the mindset of shifting from disaster
management to disaster risk reduction and then to disaster risk reduction and management is
yet to happen. We still only focus on disaster management. The behavior of actors and
institutions fundamentally is guided by the disaster management, which is mostly displayed
during rescue and response of any disaster events. A proper risk management behavior always
ease and improve the condition of affected people during rescue and recovery.

Governance can be understood in three dimensions (Nepal Administrative Staff College, 2018)

- Foundation of governance
- Infrastructure: Policy and Structure
- Service delivery: Implementation

For disaster governance major foundations are addressing the concern of gender and excluded
groups. The inclusion of voice and participation of these excluded groups in DRRM is must. If GESI
concerns are not addressed or mainstreamed as foundation the whole disaster governance will
be weak. Next, major dimension is infrastructure of disaster governance where the policy and
structure affecting disaster governance need to be GESI inclusive. Policies are the reflection of
the political will and commitments which are implemented through laws and guidelines. So while
formulating the laws and guidelines the essence of inclusiveness stated in the preamble of
constitution needs to be resembled in action. Lastly, during the service delivery or in
implementation of disaster governance, execution of the provisions of foundation and
infrastructure is executed. So, inclusiveness during the foundation and infrastructure is very
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necessary for desired execution and implementation of it which also gives the sustainable
solution to the problem of GESI concerns mainstreaming in DRRM.

GESI in DRRM

A gendered perspective to DRR helps to focus attention on the distinct gender-specific capacities
and vulnerabilities to prepare, confront, and recover from disasters. Disasters affect men and
women, boys and girls, rich and poor, vulnerable and capacitor, old, young and children and
different social groups differently. Due to existing socio-economic conditions, cultural beliefs and
traditional practices, women are more likely to be disproportionately affected by disasters,
including increased loss of livelihoods, gender-based violence, and even loss of life during, and in
the aftermath of, disasters. Hence, the empowerment of women is a critical ingredient in building
disaster resilience.

The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 calls for a paradigm shift through
dedicated action to tackle underlying disaster risk drivers and as a matter of principle including
gender in all policies and practices. Any DRM policy and practice need for more specific
references to vulnerable and disadvantaged groups and need to include commitment to “develop
and implement guidelines for the protection of vulnerable groups and the prevention of gender
based violence in emergencies.” Furthermore, such policies and practices should focus on
building resilience capacities of people not just infrastructure.
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Disaster affects these groups of diverse people mostly the women and girls of these groups
during all phases of disaster risk reduction and management.

- Poor/backward/uneducated

- Vulnerable and Socially excluded
group
- Pregnant and lactating mother

- Adolescent girls

- Old aged and Single women
- Disable people

- Sexual and gender minorities

Figure 2: Impact of disaster on different phases of disaster

A gendered perspective to DRRM helps to focus attention on the distinct gender-specific
capacities and vulnerabilities to prepare, confront, and recover from disasters. Disasters affect
men and women, boys and girls, rich and poor, vulnerable and capacitor, old, young and children
and different social groups differently. In many contexts gender and social inequalities constrain
the influence and control of such groups over decisions governing their lives as well as their
access to resources. Due to existing socio-economic conditions, cultural beliefs and traditional
practices, women are more likely to be disproportionately affected by disasters, including
increased loss of livelihoods, gender-based violence, and even loss of life during, and in the
aftermath of, disasters. Hence, the empowerment of women is a critical ingredient in building
disaster resilience. For instance, vulnerable sectors of society like poor people, women, elderly,
and persons with disabilities, are more exposed to disaster risks since they have limited access
to critical resources to deter these. Disasters, then, are only destructive when they interact with
various forms of human vulnerability.
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Wisner et al. (2014) discussed that poor access to resources are rooted within the political, social,
and economic structures of a society (the triangle of vulnerability).

These include:

Triangle
of
Vulnerabi
lity

Figure 3: Triangle of Vulnerability

While disasters affect everyone, they are not gender neutral. They impact on women and men in
different ways. They tend to magnify existing inequalities, and gender inequality is among the
most pervasive. Women's historic disadvantages, for example their restricted access to resources
and information, and their limited power in decision-making, make them vulnerable to the
impacts of disasters in different ways to men. Indeed, very often these disadvantages make
women more vulnerable.

Disaster risk reduction that delivers gender equality is a cost- effective win-win option for
reducing vulnerability and sustaining the livelihoods of whole communities.

GESI in DRM governance (observation and recommendation)

Gender Equality and Social Inclusion (GESI) are referred to in DRM governance mechanism.
However, there is a need to build synergy with other policy such as the National Gender Equality
Policy (being finalized by Ministry of Women, Children and Social Welfare) and resource
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allocation practice, such as Gender Responsive Budgeting principles being practiced in Nepal

since 2007/08.

The local level representatives should also be supported to bring in more specific gender and

social perspectives in their local DRM Act. The preamble of the Local DRM Act itself could

embrace the commitment for gender equality and social inclusion in their DRM governance

mechanism. Consultative status can be provided to the organizations representation women,

senior citizens, persons with disability, senior citizens and other socially excluded or minority

groups.

GESI perspective in different DRRM acts, policies and guidelines

Acts/Polices/Guidelines

Constitution of Nepal

Disaster risk reduction
and Management act,
2074

Observations and recommendations

The constitutional provisions regarding shared responsibility of all tiers of
government have provided legal backup for institutionalizing DRM at
national and sub national levels. Also, in its preambles it has stated the
essence that while institutionalizing DRM at national and subnational level it
need to be inclusive, non-discriminatory by ending discriminations relating to
class, caste, region, language,

Religion and gender discrimination including all forms of racial
untouchability.

Recommendation: All the policies and guidelines formulation at all three
level of government needs to embrace the essence and be inclusive. These
are the foundation which needs to be mainstreamed for achieving the
desired state of prosperous Nepal happy Nepali.

The provisions of member in the council, executives committees, experts
committee, Provision on Provincial Disaster Management Committee, and
Provincial Disaster Management Execut